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2035 Transportation Plan Adopted

Inside the Post: It became official on Juneh8the EMPO has a new Transportation Plan (TP). On that date
TIP Updated o the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA)

issued their determination that the maebdarce emissions resulting from the 2035 TP de-
Public Participation Plan veloped by the EMPO staff conforms to the adopted federabaality standards. In
Created March the EMPO 2035 TP was made available for public comment and in April the Air
Quality Conformity Report was made available for public comment. Several comments
were received regarding the TP and were included in an appendix of the Plan. The TP was
approved by the EMPO Policy Committee on May 3, 2007. The TP is now required to be
updated at least every four years.

Coordinated Public 2
Transit Human Services
Plan Adopted

Pictures of Evansvilg The TP is a guide for transportation improvements in Vanderburgh, Warrick, and Hender-

METS Rider ship SBrveyson counties through the year 2035. Some planning for Posey and Gibson counties is alsc
Continues included in the Plan, as part of the EMPC
hensive guide <consi der s-economic, ané lgAdse nrénds, d e n
Transportation Enhahce-and then projects those trends through 2035. The projections, along with various pro-
ments Applications grammed and proposed alterations to the existing transportation network, are used to
ITS Architecture UpBate model changes to the transportation network over timeuality impacts are also esti-
mated by this modeling work.

Staff Notes and Nevgs The 2035 TP identifies the various surface transportation modes that move goods and peo-

Indiana MPO Confedencé)l.e throughout the region. Freight mpvement, public transportation, hlghways, and pgdes—
trian and bicycle travel are all examined in the Plan. Programmed projects are detailed
and ovisualizedo6 for the reader. Examina-
as recommendations for the various modes are presented.

The 2035 TP was developed with the assistance of a Citizen Advisory Committee, who
worked to create a new set of goals, objectives, and policies for the Plan. Other citizens
contributed comments and recommendations at several public meetings and at the EMPC
office. The EMPO wishes to again thank those citizens for their valuable contributions. Also
special thanks go out to the FHWA for helping the EMPO staff to bring the 2035 Plan in
compliance with th®afe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation EqNi#y -

acy for User§SAFETHAU) of 2005. The EMPO 2035 Transportation Plan is available for
review or purchase at the EMPO office, or online at www.evansvillempo.com




PICTURES OF EVANSVILLEhe EMPO Post Page2
|

FY 2008 2011 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) Approved

The EMPO FY 208811 Transportation The MPO, local officials and transit provid-
Improvement Program (TIP) was approvers, the Indiana Department of Transporta-
by the EMPO Policy Committee in Juthen and the Kentucky Transportation Cabi-
2007. While past TIPs have been threget all cooperated to develop the TIP and
year programs, the new TIP covers fois list of projects.

years as required by SAFETBA, the cur-

rent federal highway funding bill. The total cost of all projects in the FY 2008

2011 TIP is $566 million, of which, $346
TIP projects are a subset of projects framillion is federally funded, $137 million is
the Transportation Plan (currently the 203%ate funded, and $83 million is locally
Plan) which are being moved towards cofunded. Craig Luebke coordinated the TIP
struction/implementation. update project. The current TIP document is
available at the EMP@ebsite.

New Public Participation Plan

A new document c o Mhisadiocumentgepldcds dRablic NTRdyé- s
official policy for the provision of meaningment Policgroduced by the EMPO several
ful public participation in transportatiolyears ago.

planning and related activities was com- _ _
pleted and adopted in April. Transportation Planner David Stensaas was

able travel to St. Louis to attend a National
The Public Participation Plgresents a Transit Institute training course entiet-
comprehensive program of activities thit Involvement in Transportation Decision
are intended to provide meaningful publiMakingin early February, which provided
impact on the transportation planningaluable insights into effective participation
process and in transportation decisiopractices and new SAFETRA require-
making. ments for public participation.

Coordinated Public Transit Humaservices Plan Created

The Evansville Metropolitan Planning QXn obstacle of previous efforts to improve
ganization Policy Committee approved theansportation services has been the lack of
2007 Coordinated Public Transit Humasbrdination between public transit provid-
Services Transportation Pdarits June 7, ers, employers, and human service program
2007 meeting. providers.

The o0Coordinated Prhea Coordiva@ds Plahr veas tdevdlopet o
aid in the creation of collaborative transihrough a process that included consultation
services for the targeted populations in through public meetings and surveys with
region by helping to direct funding fothe public, and private and neofit
projects that maximize the areeide es- transportation and human service providers.
tablished goals and eliminate overlappinRob Schaefer and Kari Akin worked hard
in transportation services. to create this new planning document.

All photos in the Post are by Dave Stensaas unless otherwise indicated.
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The METS Ridership Survey Continues

The EMPO is conducting a bus ridership surthe National Transit Database. Thgtaff Notes and News:

vey for the Metropolitan Evansville Transiirveys are being conducted mainly
System (METS). Last year, the City of Evamterns, but almost all of the EMPO s
ville awarded the EMPO a contract to carrgas taken at least a brief shift on th
out the ongyear survey of rider numbersMETS buses.
which began on January 1st, 2007.

This survey is required by the Federal Transit
Admini stration (FTA)
metropolitan population exceeded 200,000

in year 2000, placing our metro area into
Transportation Management Area (TMA)
status. Being in a TMA gives METS the poten-
tial for additional funding, based on rider-
ship. The results of the survey are submitted

because Evans

Transportation Enhancement (TE) Applications for 2007
Five TE applications were received by the EMPO this year. They are:

Burdette Park/USI Ped., Bike, and Nature Trail in Vanderburgh Co., IN

City of Evansville: Creation of the Historical Transportation Interpretive Center
City of Evansville: Pigeon Creek Greenway Passage Phage 3C

City of Mt. Vernon: River Greenway Phase 1

City of Newburgh: Old Lock and Dam # 47 Historic Transport Rehab. Project

Intelligent Transportation Systems Architecture Approved

Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) re@ngo Street grade crossing. This sys
to a broad range of electronics, communicaill place warning flashers at five loca
tions, information processing and manadg@ns approaching Ohio Street to ale
ment strategies.When integrated into themotorists when a train is on the tracks.
transportation system infrastructure, and also ] ] ] ]

in vehicles, they help monitor and manag@S City of Evansville project is be

traffic flow, reduce congestion, provide af!nded 80% federally through the Cor

ternate routes to travelers, saving lives, tifigStion Mitigation and Air Quality Iy
and money. provement (CMAQ) program.

The EMPO Policy Committee adopted the FF§ Regional ITS Architecture supp
Architecture for our region in July. The I&re ITS projects by identifying tf
Architecture facilitates technical integratidi@mework of systems, stakeholders,
for the implementation of ITS projects in tfECONNECts, information flows and co
region. An ITS project anticipated for corfrative opportunlt_les related to providin
struction in the fall of 2007 is a railroad@r9eted ITS services.

crossing advanced warning system for the

y

{yotes

There has been a bit of turn-
over at the EMPO this year.

Transit Planner Erik Llewellyn

took a job wi

Bus esgysstem in
position was filled by former

Evansville DMD employee Rob

t

Schaefer. Rob has been a valu-

able addition to the EMPO

staff. Jeff Okes has also been

an asset for the EMPO. Jeff

became our new Traffic Techni
cian in May and has overseen

the field work of our traffic

counts program, directing the

work activities of interns Dan
Akin, Jennifer Blankenship, &
Morgan Holley.

Notes

Rob Schaefer and his wife
Susie are new parents. Their
daughter Sydney was born o
June 21st and is healthy, very
cute, and sleeps a lot (but no
necessarily at night).

The EMPO Staff
Kari Akin- Accountant

Laura Lamb Planner
Vishu LingalaPlanner
Craig Luebke Planner
Brad Mills- Executive Director
Jeff Okes- Traffic Technician
Rob Schaefer Planner

Seyed Shokouhzadetbeputy
Director, Chief Planner

Dave StensaasPlanner
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