BIKEWAYS 101
A Guide to Evansville’s Existing and Future Bike Network
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Did you know? Be safe!
Cycling safely on city streets requires an understanding of traffic
rules. Follow these simple steps to become a safer cyclist:
Obey ALL traffic controls - stop at stop signs and red lights.
RIDE RIGHT - WALK LEFT - always ride in the same
direction as traffic. Sharrows and Bike Lane markings point in
The average annual operating cost of a bicycle
$8,220
2
the direction you should be traveling.
is $308 versus $8,220 for the average car.
Use front and rear lights and have reflectors if you have to ride
If Americans made one 4-mile round trip by
at night. Wear reflective or light-colored clothing.
bike instead of car each week, we’d burn 2
Use Hand Signals:
Wear a helmet:
billion fewer gallons of gas annually.3
Streets with protected bike lanes have up to
90% fewer injuries per mile than streets that
lack bicycle facilities.1

$308

An adult cyclist typically has a level of fitness
equivalent to someone 10 years younger
and a life expectancy of two years above the
average.4
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WRONG

RIGHT

Helmets should be worn level,
not tilted back. A tilted helmet
won’t protect you. You should
be able to look up and see the
edge of the helmet. It should fit
snugly and should not move or
slide around.

LEFT TURN RIGHT TURN

STOP

Be sure to use these hand signals
while riding to let motorists
know where you are going.
Making eye contact and waving
to alert drivers of your intentions
is also helpful, especially at
intersections.

Have you seen?
Evansville has a number of bicycle facilities already in place. Here’s what you may have noticed when exploring the city by bike:
Lane Markings, or “Sharrows”, are placed along designated routes to let motorists and cyclists know they may share the same
Shared Lane Markings: Shared
lane. These are usually placed on streets that are not wide enough to provide a dedicated bike lane, but provide connections between
destinations
throughout the community. The Sharrow markings serve as a guide to direct cyclists’ placement in the roadway.
MUTCD R4-11
MUTCD D11-1

Consider modifications to signal timing to induce a
bicycle-friendly travel speed for all users

(optional)

(optional)

When placed adjacent to parking, SLMs
should be outside of the “Door Zone”.

Avoid “door zone”

Minimum placement is 11’ from curb

Placement in center of
“Sharrow”
travel lane is preferred in
constrained
Shared
laneconditions
marking

Wayfinding Signage to help direct cyclists

Sharrow Marking on Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.

Regular Lane Adjacent to Parking

Wide Lane without Parking

Dedicated Bike Lanes:

Dedicated Bike Lanes provide cyclists with their own space on the roadway. Both motorists and cyclists should pay attention when
approaching an intersection that includes bike lanes. Pavement markings and signs help direct traffic flow.

4” white line or

parking “Ts”
Parking
lane
3’ minimum ridable
surface outside of
gutter seam
6” white line

Bike lane
Travel lane

MUTCD R3-17
(optional)

Bike lane

14.5’ preferred

Dedicated Bike Lane on Oak Hill Rd.

N. Oak Hill Rd. Bike Lane near an intersection

You may see...
The City of Evansville, along with the Parks and Recreation Department and the Evansville Metropolitan Planning Organization, is nearing
completion of the City of Evansville Bicycle and Pedestrian Connectivity Master Plan. The Plan identifies opportunities for safe and
convenient connections between community destinations. The Plan recommends various bicycle treatments, including Dedicated Bike
Lanes similar to Oak Hill Rd., but new treatments are being introduced. Here’s what you may see in the near future around Evansville:

Buffered Bike Lanes:
Buffered Bike Lanes are the same as Dedicated
Bike Lanes, but an extra buffer space is provided
that separates the bike lane from the adjacent
motor vehicle lane and/or parking lane. This extra
buffer space can make cyclists feel safer and more
protected from passing vehicles.
Parking side buffer designed to
Buffer
next to parking
discourage riding in the “door zone” Color may be used to
Color may be used at the beginning of
discourage
each block
to discouragemotorists
motorists from
entering the buffered lane
from using bike lane

Cycle Track:

Bike Boulevard:

A Cycle Track combines the user experience of a
separated trail with the on-street infrastructure of a
Dedicated Bike Lane, and is physically separated from
motor traffic and is distinct from the sidewalk. The
physical barriers could be vertical bollards, planters
or landscaping, or a raised curb.

Bike Boulevards are low-volume, low-speed streets
modified to enhance bicyclist comfort by using
treatments such as signage, pavement markings, and
traffic calming and/or traffic reduction. These are
primarily marked through residential neighborhoods.

Furnishing
Buffer can area,
If possible,
if separate
spacecycle
track and pedestrian zone
be raised allows
with a furnishing area
The cycle track shall be Cycle track can be
raised
at street
located between the
or
atorstreet
level
parking lane and the
3’ parking
sidewalk
Buffer
Parking lane level
buffer

Signs and Pavement Markings
identify the street as a bicycle
priority route.

Signs and pavement markings
Enhanced
crossings

Enhanced Crossings
use signals, beacons,
and road geometry to
increase safety at major
intersections.

Volume
management
Speed humps
strategies
Partial Closures and other
volume management tools
limit the number of cars
traveling on the bicycle
boulevard.

Speed Humps
manage driver
speed.

Curb Extensions shorten
pedestrian crossing
distance.

Curb extensions
Mini Traffic Circles slow
drivers in advance of
intersections.

Mini traffic circles

