TYPES OF BIKEWAYS

BIKE ROUTES

« Cars and bicycles share the lane.

« Many bike routes have signs showing the direction and
distance to the destinations (e.g. Downtown, the Rlverfront)
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bike lanes but are relatively good for biking.

MARKED SHARED LANES

« Cars and bicycles share the street.

« Usually established on streets with moderate traffic, which
are not suitable for bike lanes due to space or access issues.

« Special pavement markings direct bicyclist to ride away from
parked cars or near the center of narrow lanes. Markings and
signals also encourage cars to share the lane with bicyclist.

BIKE LANES

« Designated space on each side of the street reserved for
bicycle use.

« Usually established on streets with moderate/heavy traffic.

« Special pavement markings and signs identify the lanes.

MULTI -USE PATHS

« Paved paths separated from the road, for bicyclist, walkers,
runners, and ifine skaters (e.g. the Pigeon Creek Greenway).
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SMART CYCLING BASICS T RAFFIC SKILLS

Cycling safety on city streets requires an under-Those who are not comfortable riding a bik
standing of traffic rules; lane positioning, turn- in traffic but would like to try should gain
ing, passing; trouble situations; and the condi- skills away from busy roads, then begin ridir
tion of your bicycleThis pamphlet shares some  busier roads during slow hours, such as Sat
of the keys to staying safe while cycling on day and Sunday mornings.

streets. Please visit www.evansvillempo.com
Ha L}
back over your shoulder while

and navigate to the bicycle and pedestrian
page, for more information. Here are some ba- ,q —

sics for bicycling safely: E[‘b/‘& moving. You should always
RIDING PREDICTABLY turn your head to look before

Being predictable is the key to safe bicycling onmoving right or left in traffic Practice drop-
city streets. Most bicyclists, and motorists, get ping your chin to your shoulder, turning you
into collisions due to their defiance of traffic head to look behind you while holding you
rules and by operating unpredictabl{f. you act  arms and handlebars steady, riding a straig
like the operator of a vehicle signaling turns, |ine. If you have difficulty riding straight while
turning from proper lanes, and stopping at red |goking back, try dropping your left hand tc
lightst drivers can predict your actions. your thigh while turning your head. Keep you
TRAFFIC RULES FOR BIKES eyes 20 to 30 feet in front of you, then up a

If you follow traffic rules, motorists will come to traffic, and back down. Thiscanning tech-
respect bicyclists as drivers of vehicles, whichliquewill help you see road hazards and tra
the law says bicyclists are. fic simultaneously.

. Obey traffic controls: Stop at stop signs andBraking: Keep your hands near or over you

red lights. This will give you street credibility. Prake leversWhen you brake, squeeze botf
e _same time. If your back.whe
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with parked cars should keep you away from pedaling while shifting. Use hand signals |

open car doors and passing traffic. communicate your intentions. Bicycle hand
. Give rightof-way to pedestrians and other signals as seen from behind:
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Looking backTo ride in traffic
you must know how to look

protocol for this, ask a licensed driver.

- Sidewalk riding is illegal in business districts; in (ighttun  slow or stop  left turn

other areas yield to pedestrians or walk. If you have to move unexpectedly, try to war

CONTROLLING  YOUR BIKE _ drivers by pointing to where_you are going
azal O0A1S I OOARSYyuUa R2nkQdeydrib2itatd Siavad idEHe® driv-
your handlebars and be alert for danger at all  ers of your intentions is also helpful, particu-
times. Never ride your bike while intoxicated. Ilarly at intersections.



